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Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Relations Committee ǀ SPICe: Brexit update paper 

 

This regular paper produced by SPICe sets out developments in the UK’s negotiations to leave 
the European Union, the process for which has now formally begun following the Prime 
Minister’s triggering of Article 50 on 29 March 2017.   

The updates will provide information on the UK Government’s approach to leaving the EU 
including the domestic legislation necessary to ensure a smooth transition in terms of the UK 
statute book, along with details of the Scottish Government and the other Devolved 
Administrations’ positions. The updates will also provide information on developments within 
the EU with regard to the UK’s departure. Finally the update will provide information on the key 
issues likely to be at play during the negotiations and in developing the UK’s future relationship 
with the European Union. 

As was clear during the referendum campaign and since the decision to leave the EU was 
taken, there is an abundance of information and analysis available, and this SPICe paper will 
try to cover the key issues by drawing on that information and analysis.  

This week’s update focuses on an update on the Article 50 withdrawal negotiations and 
information on the European Union (Withdrawal) Bill and the issue of legislative consent.   
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The latest round of UK-EU negotiations takes place this week from 5th to 8th June.  

The programme is similar to the previous rounds held in April and May with a continued 
focus on: 

1. Withdrawal Agreement – remaining issues 
2. Northern Ireland/Ireland 
3. Future relationship 

The agenda item on 8 June is described as wrap-up session. 

Negotiations are focussed on delivering progress ahead of the European Council on 
28-29 June when EU Heads of State and Government will meet in Brussels. The June 
European Council meeting will address Brexit (in an EU 27 format) as well as the long-
term EU budget (due to start in 2021 after the UK has left the EU).  

As discussed in the last Brexit Update, the UK Government is planning to publish a 
White Paper on Brexit which will set out the UK’s position on the future relationship with 
the EU. 

It was expected that the White Paper will be published ahead of the June European 
Council (28-29 June).  However, the Prime Minister refused to confirm this during Prime 
Minister’s Questions on 6 June and a report this week suggested the UK Government 
might delay publication until after the European Council. 

The first meeting of the newly established intergovernmental Ministerial Forum (EU 
Negotiations) took place on 24 May. The Forum met in St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
with representatives from the UK, Scottish and Welsh governments. A short Ministerial 
Forum communiqué is available. 

On 26 May, the First Minister held a series of Brexit related meetings in Brussels.  She 
met the EU’s Chief Negotiator on Brexit, Michel Barnier; hosted a business roundtable 
and attended the official opening of the expanded Scotland House. The Scottish 
Government press statement issued for the visit stated: “The First Minister continued to 
ensure that the EU understands the key issues of concern for Scotland as the Brexit 
negotiations continue”. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/programme-eu-uk-article-50-negotiations-brussels-5-8-june-2018
https://www.ft.com/content/c92f7ea6-67f4-11e8-8cf3-0c230fa67aec
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/710849/05_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/710849/05_.pdf
https://news.gov.scot/news/first-minister-in-brussels
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From 23rd to 25th May the Department for Exiting the EU published a collection of 
documents outlining some of its negotiating positions. 

Documents relating to the UK government’s proposed UK-EU security partnership: 

 Technical note on security, law enforcement and criminal justice (published on 
24 June): The document expands on the UK’s presentation on the Framework 
for the UK-EU Security Partnership which was published on 9 May and suggests 
a substantial new agreement. The note says that: 

o UK government “analysis demonstrates that a piecemeal approach to 
future cooperation would result in a limited patchwork of cooperation 
falling well short of current capabilities and not deliver our shared 
objectives.” 

o The UK government proposes “a new UK-EU Internal Security Treaty to 
provide a legal basis for future cooperation relating to police and judicial 
cooperation in criminal matters on the basis of existing EU police and 
criminal justice measures”  

 Technical note on consultation and cooperation on external security (published 
on 24 June): This technical note expands on the UK government’s position on 
combined foreign policy, common security and defence policy, defence 
capabilities (European Defence Agency and European Defence Fund) and 
international development. 

 Technical note on the exchange and protection of classified information 
(published on 25 June):  This technical note covers the UK government’s 
position on exchanging information for security purposes. It says that the UK 
government “will look to build on [existing precedents], but potentially go 
further… to facilitate real time exchanges of information where they help to 
protect the safety and security of Europe”. In a statement to parliament on 5 
June the government announced its decision to opt in to a proposal for 
establishing a framework for interoperability between EU information systems 
(police and judicial co-operation, asylum and migration) to “allow law 
enforcement and border guards to search all the relevant databases with a 
single query and will link together matching biometric information”. 

 Technical note on UK's participation in Galileo (published on 24 May): This is a 
technical note on Galileo (an EU Global Navigation Satellite System). The note 
states that the UK government “wants to continue participating in Galileo” but 
that it is also “exploring alternatives to fulfil its needs for secure and resilient 
position, navigation and timing information, including the option for a domestic 
satellite system.” 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/technical-note-on-security-law-enforcement-and-criminal-justice
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/705687/2018-
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/705687/2018-
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/technical-note-on-consultation-and-cooperation-on-external-security
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/technical-note-on-the-exchange-and-protection-of-classified-information
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2018-06-05/debates/18060544000010/EUInformationSystems
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/technical-note-on-uks-participation-in-galileo
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UK government presentations proposing frameworks for economic, science and data 
protection partnerships: 

 Framework for the UK-EU Economic Partnership (published on 24 May): This 
document is a presentation that sets out the UK’s high-level objectives for an 
economic partnership with the EU. The presentation says that: 

o The UK wants a “comprehensive economic partnership that covers more 
sectors than any free trade agreement anywhere in the world today” and 
that “existing models for the economic partnership either do not deliver the 
ambition we need or impose unsustainable constraints on our 
democracy”. 

o The UK “will transpose the EU state aid rules and principles in full through 
the EU Withdrawal Bill” and will “consider keeping in step with the EU’s 
state aid rules and competition regime” as part of maintaining market 
access. 

o The structure for partnership should include an overarching institutional 
framework and a joint committee to manage any regulatory cooperation. 

o Governance arrangements are needed in the form of non-compliance 
measures, dispute resolution, monitoring and “methods to demonstrate 
that our rules are substantially similar”.  

 Framework for the UK-EU Partnership Science, Research and Innovation 
(published on 23 May):  This document is a presentation that describes the UK 

government’s desire to negotiate a “far-reaching Science and Innovation Pact 
with the EU”. The presentation says that: 

o The UK would “like to discuss the option of full association to Horizon 
Europe”. It states that the UK will “respect the remit of the CJEU, where 
relevant, where we participate in EU programmes”. 

o The UK would like to “explore a close association to Euratom Research 
and Training based on the Swiss precedent”. 

o As part of any association to Horizon Europe “the UK will want to continue 
to host and support European Research Infrastructures”. 

 Framework for the UK-EU Partnership Data Protection (published on 23 May): 
This document is a presentation that describes the UK government’s view on the 
importance of data flows, progress on implementing new rules on data protection 
and objectives for a UK-EU agreement. The presentation says:  

o That the existing “standard adequacy” approach would not be sufficient 
and that “a new model would better deliver both UK and EU interests”. 

o The UK government envisages the new model to include UK 
representation on the European Data Protection Board and EU’s new 
‘One Stop Shop’ mechanism. It “could also include amendment, dispute 
resolution and termination provisions”. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/framework-for-the-uk-eu-economic-partnership
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/framework-for-the-uk-eu-partnership-science-research-and-innovation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/framework-for-the-uk-eu-partnership-data-protection
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Chief negotiator Michel Barnier gave a speech at the 28th Congress of the International 
Federation for European Law (FIDE) on 28 May 2018. This speech sets out his views 
on the governance of the Withdrawal Agreement including court jurisdiction issues.  
Initially he set out his overview of the Article 50 negotiations.  On the groundwork for 
the future relationship, Mr Barnier set out some frustrations that the EU27 have with the 
UK Government: 

“Finally, alongside the Treaty itself, we need to agree on the framework of the 
future relationship – other treaties, on other legal bases, probably mixed treaties. 

Two remarks on this last point: 

First of all, time is – and will be – short. If we want to lay the foundations of our 
future relationship before the UK's withdrawal, we need to accelerate. On our side, 
we are ready to discuss this at political level. We are also ready, at any time, to 
intensify our negotiations at technical, legal and political level. 

Next, the European Council adopted in March guidelines which took into account 
the UK's red lines, for example the UK government's decision to leave the Single 
Market and the Customs Union. If the UK wants to change its own red lines, it 
should tell us. The earlier, the better! 

And obviously, we are open-minded! There is no ideology or dogmatism on our 
side. 

The European Council clearly indicated that the UK could change its mind. 

All we ask for is clarity. 

Because, to negotiate effectively, you need to know what the other side wants. 

A negotiation cannot be a game of hide-and-seek. 

On our side, we have always worked in full transparency. The UK should accept 
the consequences of its own decisions. It should explain the consequences and 
assume them.” 

On the governance of the Withdrawal Agreement, Mr Barnier said governance of the 
Withdrawal Agreement should revolve around three points which go together: 

1. Governance should include a jurisdictional system of dispute settlement. 

2. There must be a role for the Court of Justice of the European Union in this 
jurisdictional or arbitration system of dispute settlement. 

3. British judges will be responsible for applying the Withdrawal Agreement in the 
UK. According to our draft text, they will have to do so taking into account the 
case law of the Court of Justice. 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-18-3962_en.htm
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Whilst negotiations on the UK’s departure from the EU continue, discussions are 
beginning about the next Multi-annual Financial Framework which is due to begin at the 
start of 2021 along with the funding programmes.  Links to the European Commission’s 
initial proposals are provided below: 

 Multiannual Financial Framework 2021-2027 - a set of legal texts and factsheets 
on the EU budget for the future was published on 2 May.  

 From Horizon 2020 to Horizon Europe – as part of the MFF, changes to the EU’s 
research and innovation funding programme are proposed and explained in 
context here.  

 Study abroad - as part of the MFF, the European Commission plans to double 
Erasmus+ funding to €30 billion.  

It is possible the UK may look to participate in future EU funding programmes such as 
Horizon Europe and Erasmus+ after Brexit but this is still to be agreed and negotiated 
with the EU27. 

The European Commission has published a series of notices to stakeholder on “Brexit 
preparedness”. Two new notices were published on 5 June covering ‘Enforcement of 
intellectual property rights’ and ‘Preferential origin of goods’. 

A Scottish Government commissioned study examining the possible impacts of EU exit 
on Scottish and UK seafood industries was published on 5 June.  According to the 
Scottish Government: 

“The research findings suggest that Scottish and UK seafood output would 
benefit from continued free trade. The introduction of tariffs and non-tariff 
measures relative to the status quo would have negative impacts on both UK 
and EU output and trade flows. It also found that any potential benefits from 
increased fishing quotas would reduce with increasing tariff and non-tariff 
measures once the UK leaves the European Single Market and the Customs 
Union.” 

 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/budget/mff/index2021-2027_en.cfm
https://ec.europa.eu/info/designing-next-research-and-innovation-framework-programme/what-shapes-next-framework-programme_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2014-2019/moedas/blog/horizon-2020-horizon-europe_en
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-3948_en.htm
https://www.erasmusplus.org.uk/news/european-commission-unveils-proposal-to-double-erasmus-budget-for-2021-27
https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness_en
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2018/06/3865
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The European Union (Withdrawal) Bill has finished its passage through the Lords and 
will return to the Commons on Tuesday 12th June for consideration of Lords 
amendments, the start of the so called ‘ping pong’ stage of the Bill.  

Amendments lodged (as at 6 June 2018) 

The UK government have lodged some amendments, but at the time of writing UK 
government amendments do not address the most significant of the Lords’ changes.  

On 5 June Labour lodged an amendment on access to the EU’s internal market: 

 This Labour amendment aims to amend the Lords’ changes which prevent the 
Act’s provisions being coming into force until “it is a negotiating objective of the 
Government to ensure that an international agreement has been made which 
enables the United Kingdom to continue to participate in the European Economic 
Area after exit day”. 

 The new text proposed would prevent the Act’s provisions being coming into 
force until it is a negotiating objective of the Government to ensure that “the 
United Kingdom has full access to the internal market of the European Union, 
underpinned by shared institutions and regulations, with no new impediments to 
trade and common rights, standards and protections as a minimum”. 

A Liberal Democrat amendment co-signed by MPs from Plaid Cymru and the Green 
Party reads: 

 “Any resolution considered by the House of Commons under subsection (5)(a) 
may include the option to hold a referendum on whether the United Kingdom 
should accept the outcome of negotiations between the Government and the EU 
under Article 50 (2) of the Treaty of European Union, or seek to remain in the EU 
by revoking the notification of withdrawal from the EU under Article 50.” 

Ahead of ‘ping pong’ the House of Commons Library has published an updated briefing 
on the progress of the legislation. The briefing also sets out three options the UK 
Government has to proceed with the Withdrawal Bill without legislative consent from the 
Scottish Parliament. 

“Firstly, it could ask Parliament to present the EUW Bill in its current form for 
Royal Assent despite the absence of consent. This would be an unprecedented 
course of action but would be within Parliament’s legal powers. If it did this, it 
would still have to find a way to reconcile the Scottish Continuity Bill’s provisions 
with the Bill, in the event that some or all of it were held to be within devolved 
competence by the Supreme Court. 

Secondly, it could agree to the Scottish Government’s demands, by removing the 
clause 15 restrictions on devolved competence or by adding a consent 

http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-8275/CBP-8275.pdf
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requirement for any regulations made under it. If it did this, the Scottish 
Government would likely repeal its Continuity Bill by agreement, along similar 
lines to the commitment made by the Welsh Government in relation to their 
Continuity Bill. 

Thirdly, the UK Government could offer to make other concessions (whether or 
not statutory) to try to secure the agreement of Holyrood.” 

The briefing then notes the following: 

“Regardless of which of these options is adopted, the UK Government could also 
choose to revisit the relationship between retained EU law and the devolution 
settlements in subsequent primary legislation. It will be necessary, in any case, that 
the Withdrawal Agreement and Implementation Bill (WAI Bill) addresses the question 
of devolved competence between exit day and the end of the expected transition 
period (i.e. from March 2019 until December 2020). EU law is expected to continue 
to have full force and effect in the UK, but could no longer rely on the [European 
Communities Act 1972] as a conduit.” 

On 6 June, Michael Russell, the Scottish Government’s Minister for UK Negotiations on 
Scotland’s Place in Europe wrote to David Lidington, Minister for the Cabinet Office and 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster on the issue of legislative consent for the 
Withdrawal Bill.   

The full text of the letter is reproduced below: 

Dear David,    

Thank you for your letter of 1 June on legislative consent for the European Union 
(Withdrawal) Bill. 

I am happy to acknowledge our past constructive discussions, which makes it 
particularly disappointing you have not accepted the invitation to meet the parties 
in Scotland nor made any suggestions to address or respect the Parliament’s 
views. 

I should say that I do not accept that respecting devolved competence would 
“prevent” the management of UK-wide impacts of withdrawal from the EU.  The 
effect would actually be that management of UK-wide impacts in devolved areas 
would require the agreement of devolved institutions in line with their 
responsibilities and powers, in the normal way. 

You have recognised that clause 15 (formerly 11) of the Bill requires the 
legislative consent of the Scottish Parliament; the UK Government’s own 
supporting documents also make this clear.  That consent has not been 
forthcoming.  By constitutional convention and practice since 1999, the Bill 
cannot complete its Westminster stages in its current form without that consent. 
The UK Government must now explain how – not if - it proposes to reflect the 
views of the Scottish Parliament. 

If no alternative approach is proposed by the UK Government to respond to the 
Scottish Parliament’s views the correct constitutional position is for the UK 

https://news.gov.scot/news/uk-government-reluctance-to-meet-scottish-representatives
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Government to remove Clause 15 (formerly 11) as it relates to Scotland from the 
Bill.  

Given the Bill makes reference to Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 
separately you are able to respond appropriately to the absence of consent from 
Scotland without affecting in any way the agreement reached with Wales or the 
position in relation to Northern Ireland. 

A failure on the UK Government’s part to act in line with the refusal of the 
Scottish Parliament to consent to the Bill would wilfully undermine the devolution 
settlement and the confidence of the Scottish Parliament in the UK 
Government’s respect for devolution.  

Legislative consent is required on a regular basis across a range of portfolios.  It 
has invariably and consistently worked until this point because the views of the 
Scottish Parliament have always been respected and properly taken into account 
in legislation. I urge you to reflect on that carefully in  considering the UK 
Government’s position. 

I will be consulting the other Scottish Parliamentary parties regarding your 
reluctance to meet with them as I requested in my letter of 15 May and will 
respond to you thereafter.  However, given reports that the EU Withdrawal Bill is 
due to return to the Commons next Tuesday, and that the UK Government must 
bring forward the necessary amendments to reflect the Scottish Parliament’s 
view before then, I am also publishing this correspondence today.  I am of 
course always happy to discuss these matters face to face, or by phone, 
whenever you would wish to do so.    

I am copying this letter to Richard Leonard, Ruth Davidson, Willie Rennie, 
Patrick Harvie and David Mundell. 

Michael Russell 

The House of Commons Library has published a detailed briefing on parliament's role in 
approving and implementing agreements with the European Union: 

“There is no domestic legal or constitutional requirement for a vote to be held in 
Parliament to approve the Withdrawal Agreement before it is concluded by the 
UK and the EU under Article 50 of the Treaty on the European Union (TEU). The 
Government can negotiate and sign an international treaty using its prerogative 
powers and without any formal parliamentary involvement. Article 50 TEU 
requires the consent of the European Parliament for the Withdrawal Agreement 
to be approved.” 

http://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-8321
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Dates for the report stages of both the Trade Bill and Taxation (Cross-border Trade) Bill 
(the “Customs Bill”) have yet to be announced. 

On 23 May the House of Commons Library published a briefing on CETA: the EU-
Canada free trade agreement which includes a section on how Brexit will affect existing 
EU trade agreements.  

On 24 May the UK government issued a statement in response to Plaid Cymru’s 
Opposition Day debate on 7 March 2018 calling for UK nationals to retain European 
citizenship after Brexit. 

The statement highlights the existing Draft Withdrawal Agreement provisions on 
citizenship. For UK nationals living in the EU it said: 

“This [agreement] will mean that UK nationals who are legally resident in the EU 
by the end of the implementation period will continue to benefit from rights that 
stem from their EU citizenship today. After the end of the implementation period, 
those rights will be provided for by the withdrawal agreement, which will enshrine 
them and take the status of international law, having direct effect in EU member 
states.” 

These citizenship rights are subject to UK-EU agreement on the final Withdrawal 
Agreement text. 

On the call for all UK nationals to retain European citizenship the UK government 
statement said: 

“EU treaty provisions make clear, only citizens of EU member states are able to 
hold EU citizenship… To that end, associate EU citizenship is not one of our 
negotiating objectives and is not provided for by the EU treaties. For UK 
nationals to remain EU citizens after the UK’s exit from the EU, an amendment to 
the EU treaties would be required. Citizenship is the fundamental status of 
nationals of EU member states and while the EEA EFTA states are in the single 
market their nationals are not EU citizens and as such have more limited rights. 
This is not therefore something we could realistically expect the EU to agree to.” 

More information on EU citizenship is available in the debate pack produced by the 
House of Commons Library. 

 

https://services.parliament.uk/bills/2017-19/trade.html
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2017-19/taxationcrossbordertrade.html
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-7492
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-7492
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2018-05-24/debates/18052441000016/EuropeanUnionCitizenship
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2018-03-07/debates/65828E0C-3CC7-43AE-B5D2-B5F1B5D42A4C/EuropeanUnionCitizenship
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CDP-2018-0061
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The following is a snapshot of Westminster’s committee activity on Brexit that may be of 
interest to members. 

Commons Select Committees 

Exiting the European 
Union Committee 
 

NEW PUBLICATION: The progress of the UK’s 
negotiations on EU withdrawal (March to May 2018), 
committee report, 24 May 2018. This scrutinised 
negotiations on citizenship, financial settlement, trading 
and customs arrangements, Northern Ireland border and 
CJEU jurisdiction as well as the negotiation timetable.  
 
The report above is part of the committee’s continuing 
inquiry on the progress of the UK’s negotiations on EU 
withdrawal. 
 
The committee's meeting on 6 June heard from a range 
of citizenship interest groups. 
 

Foreign Affairs 
Committee 

The UK government’s response to the committee’s report 
on the Implications of “No Deal” was published on 23 
May. This response said “the prospect of a ‘no deal’ 
outcome in March 2019 has receded significantly” but 
that the additional funding made available to 
departments and the devolved administrations was “to 
implement plans for 
a range of exit scenarios, including ‘no deal’”. 
 

Scottish Affairs 
Committee 
 

The committee has opened inquiries on: 

 Scotland’s priorities for future trade relations with 
the EU and related questions - Scotland and 
Brexit: Trade and Foreign. The committee’s first 
meeting on this inquiry on 5 June and heard from 
a range of academics from universities of 
Edinburgh and Bath and the Fraser of Allander 
Institute (see press release). 

 Investment (accepting written submissions until 
the end of June 2018)  

 The future of the oil and gas industry 

 Immigration and Scotland’s economy 
 

  

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmexeu/1060/1060.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmexeu/1060/1060.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmfaff/1053/1053.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/scottish-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/brexit-trade-policy-experts-evidence-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/scottish-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/brexit-trade-policy-experts-evidence-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/scottish-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/brexit-trade-policy-experts-evidence-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/scottish-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/brexit-trade-policy-experts-evidence-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/scottish-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/brexit-trade-policy-experts-evidence-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/scottish-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/brexit-trade-policy-experts-evidence-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/scottish-affairs-committee/news-parliament-2017/brexit-trade-policy-experts-evidence-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/scottish-affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2017/oil-gas-industry-inquiry-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/scottish-affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2017/immigration-scotland-17-19/
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Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs Committee 
 

The committee has an open inquiry on 
Fisheries investigating the challenges and opportunities 
following Brexit. A UK government white paper is expected. 
More detailed information on policy and the implications of 
leaving the EU for Scottish fisheries can be found in SPICe 
Briefing SB 17/21. 
 
The meeting on 6 June heard from Greg Hands MP, 
Minister of State for Trade Policy on Post-Brexit Trade in 
Sugar. 
 

Treasury Committee 
 

The committee has an open inquiry on the UK's economic 
relationship with the European Union inquiry. The 
committee’s 5 June meeting heard from: 

 Representatives of Eurotunnel and the ports of 
Calais and Zeebrugge.  

 HM Revenue and Customs officials including Chief 
Executive and Permanent Secretary, Jon Thompson 
who wrote to the committee on 4 June following his 
statement to the committee on 23 May that “the 
highly streamlined customs arrangement [would 
cost] businesses… somewhere between £17bn and 
£20bn”. 

 

Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy 
Committee 
 

The committee has an inquiry into the effects of leaving the 
EU on British business composed of five sub-inquiries all of 
which have now reported 

 Civil nuclear sector: Report and Government 
response published 

 Automotive: Report published 

 Aerospace: Report published 

 Processed food and drink: Report published 

 Pharmaceuticals: Report published 
 

Environmental Audit 
Committee 
 

The committee has open inquiries on: 

 Environmental governance following a UK 
government consultation paper Environmental 
Governance Consultation Paper (the committee will 
hear from a range of academics on this subject on 
12 June and have invited Treasury ministers to 
appear before the Committee following media 
reports that “the Treasury opposed giving the 
Environmental watchdog powers.. to initiate 
enforcement action”) 

 An ongoing inquiry on The Future of Chemicals 
Regulation after the EU Referendum now focused 
on the UK government’s response its published 
report. 

 
 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environment-food-and-rural-affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2017/fisheries-17-19/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefingsAndFactsheets/S5/SB_17-21_Implications_of_Leaving_the_EU-_Fisheries.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefingsAndFactsheets/S5/SB_17-21_Implications_of_Leaving_the_EU-_Fisheries.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/commons-committees/treasury/Correspondence/2017-19/hmrc-customs-costs-040618.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/business-energy-industrial-strategy/inquiries/parliament-2017/inquiry/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/business-energy-industrial-strategy/inquiries/parliament-2017/inquiry1/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/business-energy-industrial-strategy/inquiries/parliament-2017/inquiry2/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/business-energy-industrial-strategy/inquiries/parliament-2017/inquiry3/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/business-energy-industrial-strategy/inquiries/parliament-2017/inquiry4/
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Public Administration 
and Constitutional 
Affairs Committee 
 

The committee has an open inquiry on Devolution and 
Exiting the EU  covering the impact of Brexit on current 
constitutional arrangements in the UK. The inquiry recently 
met in Edinburgh and took oral evidence from a range of 
academics, opposition party spokespeople and the 
Scottish government. On 4 June the committee heard from 
Andy Burnham, Greater Manchester Metro Mayor. 
 

International Trade 
Committee 

The committee’s next meeting will hear from a range of 
witnesses on trade with Commonwealth developing 
countries. 
 

 

House of Lords  

EU Select Committee 
 

NEW: House of Lords debated the EU Internal Market Sub-
committee’s report on Brexit: Competition and State Aid 
(EUC Report), on 24 May. Responding for the UK 
government Lord Henley said of devolved administrations: 
“On competition law and state aid, perhaps I may make it 
absolutely clear again… that we will continue to be 
engaged with the devolved Administrations on these 
issues… We have found significant common ground. For 
example, all the devolved Administrations believe that a 
UK-wide common framework is necessary, and we will 
continue to develop that regime.” 
 
The committee has ongoing inquiries on UK-EU relations 
and negotiations and operates various sub-committees 
including: 

 The Energy and Environment Sub-Committee which 
announced an inquiry on Brexit: plant and animal 
biosecurity on 16 March 2018 and published a 
report on Brexit: food prices and availability on 10 
May 2018. 

 The Home Affairs Sub-Committee which published a 
report on reciprocal healthcare arrangements on 28 
March 2018. 

 

 

 

https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-administration-and-constitutional-affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2017/devolution-and-exiting-the-eu-17-19/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-administration-and-constitutional-affairs-committee/inquiries/parliament-2017/devolution-and-exiting-the-eu-17-19/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2018-05-24/debates/EEDE2975-6E2E-4D7F-8C7E-710B8713BE0F/BrexitCompetitionAndStateAid(EUCReport)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2018-05-24/debates/EEDE2975-6E2E-4D7F-8C7E-710B8713BE0F/BrexitCompetitionAndStateAid(EUCReport)
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https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-energy-environment-subcommittee/inquiries/parliament-2017/brexit-plant-and-animal-biosecurity/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-energy-environment-subcommittee/inquiries/parliament-2017/brexit-plant-and-animal-biosecurity/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-select-committee-/current-eu-committee-work/#jump-link-2
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-home-affairs-subcommittee/inquiries/parliament-2017/brexit-reciprocal-healthcare/
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